
Massachusetts
DCR Bureau of 

Forest Fire Control

2024 Fire Season – 
Not So Normal!



DCR 
Bureau of Forest Fire Control and Forestry

Providing aid and assistance in the prevention, 
detection and suppression of forest fires to cities 

and towns since 1911.
**Local Fire Chief has jurisdiction over 

all fires, including STATE Lands.**

Forest Fire Control Responsibilities



Staffing Levels
13 Fire Districts
   1 New Dep. Chief 
13 DCR Fire Wardens
  6 DCR Fire Patrolmen
  1 Highground Tower 
48 Seasonal Firefighters
  1 Prevention Coordinator

DCR Bureau of Forest Fire Control
Fire District Locations



Influences on the 2024 Massachusetts 
Fall Fire Season

■ Drought
■ High Keetch-Byram Drought 

Indices
■ Periods of Above Average 

Temperatures
■ Consistent days of low Relative 

Humidity
■ Multi-Day Wind Events
■ Consistent Low Dew Points
■ Low Fuel moistures

■ In ALL Fuel Categories
■ Seasonal Leaf Drop

  





KEETCH-BYRAM DROUGHT INDEX
October 31, 2024





9 RED FLAG WARNING DAYS in 2024 for Massachusetts







Residences Destroyed: 7

Residences Threatened: 564

Other Struct. Destroyed: 40

Other Struct. Threatened: 153



Fire Activity Demanded Specialized 
Tactics and Strategies

■ Indirect Suppression Tactics
■ Burnout Operations
■ Strategic Planning
■ Higher Level Strategic Risk 

Planning
■ Aviation

  









Dave Celino
Chief Forest Fire Warden
David.Celino@mass.gov

(508) 326-2403

THANK YOU

mailto:David.Celino@state.ma.us

