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Federal Funding Opportunities, 
Incentives and Technical Assistance for 

Electric Vehicles



Grant Programs for Local Governments
• EPA – Clean School Bus program – $5 billion for grants/rebates to replace existing school buses 

with zero-emission and clean school buses. Expected Fall 2024.

• EPA – Clean Heavy-Duty Vehicles – $1 billion in one-time funding to replace existing non-zero-
emission heavy-duty vehicles (class 6 and 7) with zero-emission vehicles, support zero-emission 
fueling infrastructure, and train and develop workers. Just closed.

 
• EPA – Climate Pollution Reduction Grants – $5 billion in one-time funding for regional planning and 

project implementation to reduce GHG emissions. Awarded.
• EV deployment top 3 priorities among all Priority Climate Action Plans

• DOE – Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant – Formula funding or vouchers + state 
grants to reduce carbon emissions, improve energy efficiency, reduce energy use primarily in the 
building and transportation sectors. Due Oct. 31. 
• Federal formula funds: Awarded to 6 cities to date; missing full application from 15 cities
• State Grants (less than 35k pop.): Apply to MA Dept. of Energy Resources by Aug. 16.

https://www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus
https://www.epa.gov/clean-heavy-duty-vehicles-program
https://www.epa.gov/inflation-reduction-act/climate-pollution-reduction-grants
https://www.energy.gov/scep/eecbg-program-formula-grant-application-hub
https://www.commbuys.com/bso/external/bidDetail.sdo?docId=BD-24-1041-ENE01-ENE01-103737&external=true&parentUrl=close


Grant Programs for Local Governments
• JOET – Communities Taking Charge Accelerator – $54 million for innovative approaches to 

expanding EV adoption and charging access, particularly in urbanized areas where land use, 
density, car ownership rates, grid considerations, and other factors add further complexities to 
electrifying the transportation network while the demand for transportation access is at its highest 
density. Just closed.

• DOT – Charging and Fueling Infrastructure – $2.5 billion through two rounds to strategically deploy 
publicly accessible electric vehicle charging and alternative fueling infrastructure in the places 
people live and work – urban and rural areas alike – in addition to along designated Alternative Fuel 
Corridors. Due Aug. 28.

• DOT – National Electric Vehicle Infrastructure – $5 billion for states to strategically deploy EV 
charging infrastructure and establish an interconnected network.
• MassDOT NEVI plan

https://driveelectric.gov/communities-taking-charge
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/cfi/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/nevi/
https://www.mass.gov/massdot-nevi-plan


Direct Pay – 5 Steps for Getting Started
1. Pick a tax year

a. Calendar year (Jan.-Dec.)
b. Fiscal year (July-June)  

2. Prefiling registration - ASAP
a. Variety of information needed on hand to do this

3. IRS issues registration number

4. File your 990-T
a. First time filers granted a 6-month extension

5. Receive the elective payment

GFOA and NLC will be publishing a brief next week!

Sign up for the Local Infrastructure Hub Direct Pay Bootcamp starting in September!

• GREAT webinar on Direct Pay + EVs 
+ slides

• Final Municipal Tax Credit 
Regulations Present Opportunities 
for Clean Energy Projects

• Resources to Make Deploying Tax 
Credits for Clean Energy Projects 
in Small and Rural Communities 
Easier

• How IRA Elective Pay is Helping 
Cities Meet Climate Action Plans

https://localinfrastructure.org/application-bootcamp/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QsnY3d09ZLE1fpSrJBGZTj0E3FrFK1nT/view
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1yk4C2WP9x0s50pSaVQfWGByZbF1eDlM-8LRn8k3Z424/edit#slide=id.g28d5f9baaa8_0_75
https://www.nlc.org/article/2024/04/24/final-municipal-tax-credit-regulations-present-opportunities-for-clean-energy-projects/
https://www.nlc.org/article/2024/04/24/final-municipal-tax-credit-regulations-present-opportunities-for-clean-energy-projects/
https://www.nlc.org/article/2024/04/24/final-municipal-tax-credit-regulations-present-opportunities-for-clean-energy-projects/
https://www.nlc.org/article/2024/05/27/resources-to-make-deploying-tax-credits-for-clean-energy-projects-in-small-and-rural-communities-easier/
https://www.nlc.org/article/2024/05/27/resources-to-make-deploying-tax-credits-for-clean-energy-projects-in-small-and-rural-communities-easier/
https://www.nlc.org/article/2024/05/27/resources-to-make-deploying-tax-credits-for-clean-energy-projects-in-small-and-rural-communities-easier/
https://www.nlc.org/article/2024/05/27/resources-to-make-deploying-tax-credits-for-clean-energy-projects-in-small-and-rural-communities-easier/
https://www.nlc.org/article/2024/07/02/how-ira-elective-pay-is-helping-cities-meet-climate-action-plans
https://www.nlc.org/article/2024/07/02/how-ira-elective-pay-is-helping-cities-meet-climate-action-plans


EVs + Direct Pay
•  Investment Tax Credits for EVs

• Commercial Clean Vehicle Credit (45W) – EVs
• Restricted to eligible manufacturers
• Vehicles < 14,000 lbs: up to $7,500 credit
• Vehicles > 14,000 lbs: the lesser cost of 30% of base price or $40,000 credit
• Placed in service = receipt of the vehicle

• Alternative Fuel Vehicle Refueling Property Credit (30C) – EV infrastructure
• Must be in a census tract identified as non-urban or low-income
• Credit pays 6% of the cost of infrastructure installed not to exceed $100,000 per item/property
• Credit can increase up to 30% if prevailing wage and apprenticeship requirements are met
• Placed in service = available for use

Key Resources:
• Lawyers for Good Government
• Electrification Coalition

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/3f67d5e82dc64d1589714d5499196d4f/page/Page/
https://www.lawyersforgoodgovernment.org/elective-pay-ira-tax-incentives
https://electrificationcoalition.org/resource/


Technical Assistance + Other Resources
JOET technical assistance and resource page for school districts

• Clean School Buses – Technical assistance for implementation and maintenance of charging 
equipment, utility connections, bus performance evaluation, operational considerations

• Clean Bus Planning Awards – Technical assistance for school and transit bus fleet managers to 
develop comprehensive and customized fleet electrification transition plans. Open on a rolling basis 
through Sept. 30. 

• Case study from Massachusetts – 2016 pilot project that allowed Concord, Cambridge and Amherst 
to purchase Type C electric school buses and Level 2 bidirectional vehicle-to-grid charging stations.

• Alternative Fuels Data Center – recorded webinars on working with utilities, vehicle requirements, 
charging infrastructure and more

• Public EV Charging Infrastructure Playbook – interactive resources to help communities plan and build 
the infrastructure needed to support a zero-emission transportation system.
• Webinar – Aug. 27 at 12 pm eastern

https://driveelectric.gov/school-districts
https://driveelectric.gov/contact/?inquiry=schoolbus
https://driveelectric.gov/clean-bus-planning-awards
https://afdc.energy.gov/case/3092
https://afdc.energy.gov/vehicles/electric-school-buses
https://driveelectric.gov/ev-infrastructure-playbook?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://nrel.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_FZ91lUFRQWKjkLyDzHYREQ?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery#/registration


Technical Assistance + Other Resources
• Clean Cities and Communities Coalitions – connect with a national network to advance clean 

transportation in your community. 

• Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant – DOE provides “Blueprints” of model projects and 
programs designed to help local and tribal governments achieve high impact results with limited grant 
dollars.  
• Webinar: EV Charging Infrastructure for the Community – Aug. 8, 2 pm eastern
• Webinar: EVs and Fleet Electrification – Aug. 28, 3:30 pm eastern
• General technical assistance from DOE on EECBG application support 

• Stay tuned – Charging Smart – technical assistance to help local governments establish policies, 
procedures and programs for deployment of EV charging infrastructure. 

https://cleancities.energy.gov/
https://www.energy.gov/scep/energy-efficiency-and-conservation-block-grant-program-blueprints
https://www.energy.gov/scep/energy-efficiency-and-conservation-block-grant-program-technical-assistance-opportunities
https://www.irecusa.org/programs/charging-smart/
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EV Policy Considerations



Where Municipalities Can Start 

https://www.nlc.org/resource/ev-charging-a-primer-for-municipal-officials/
https://www.nlc.org/resource/bring-electric-vehicle-charging-to-your-community-put-federal-funding-private-partnerships-to-work/


Key Questions for Local Governments to Get Started



Local grid capacity

Rate structure

Utility Providers



Government Actions: Permitting, Zoning and Planning



Government Actions: Permitting, Zoning and Planning



Enforce Electrical Codes
Licensed Installers and Inspections
Firefighter Training

Ensure Safety



Public Private Partnerships



Blogs

https://www.nlc.org/article/2022/10/14/finding-funding-for-ev-charging-a-state-comparison/
https://www.nlc.org/article/2022/01/24/planning-ev-charging-stations-for-maximum-impact/
https://www.nlc.org/article/2021/06/25/how-cities-can-ensure-equity-for-siting-electric-vehicle-infrastructure/
https://www.nlc.org/article/2023/04/19/building-critical-partnerships-with-electric-utilities-for-decarbonization/


EV Workforce Collaborative 
Overview

City and State leaders are presented with a once-in-a-generation opportunity 
to transform their communities thanks to historic federal investments in 
infrastructure.

Investments in the electrification of mobility promise to generate well-paying, 
sustainable, and localized jobs in manufacturing, repair, maintenance, and 
overhaul of electric vehicle supply equipment.

City and State leaders can leverage the deployment of electric vehicle 
charging infrastructure as a place-based economic development catalyst.



Tapping into this potential economic 
engine means addressing several key 
challenges at once:

Pathways Development
Developing consensus on skill needs as 
well as pathways towards family-
sustaining jobs. 

Policy Alignment & Funding
Accessing and leveraging federal funds and 
programs, and developing shared 
electrification vision, goals, and strategic 
plans.

Career Accessibility & Talent Sources
Building better onramps by addressing non-
skill barriers workers often face.





https://www.nlc.org/article/2024/04/24/charging-up-the-state-and-local-ev-workforce-collaborative/


Carolyn Berndt
Legislative Director, Sustainability
Berndt@nlc.org

Questions? Get in touch.

Kyle Funk
Senior Program Specialist, Infrastructure and Transportation
Funk@nlc.org
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